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NEWSLETTER

GRACE NOTES
by Pastor Chad Adamik

“Blessed are those who 
trust in the LORD, 
whose trust is in the 
LORD. They shall be 
like a tree planted by 
the water, sending out 
its roots by the stream.” 
Jeremiah 17: 7-8 
(NRSV)

The book of Jeremiah, 
written after the prophet 

Jeremiah’s death in 586 BCE, was composed by 
the prophet’s secretary, Baruch. According to Bible 
scholars, Baruch wished to record Jeremiah’s teachings 
for future generations. Around the same time, leaders 
and teachers of the Jewish people were exiled by the 
Babylonians, who had conquered Judah in 587 BCE. 
The sermons from Jeremiah 17 were likely written 
down to give comfort to both who had been exiled, 
living over in Babylon (present day Iraq), and to those 
left behind in conquered Judah—minus the temple 
and minus hope. 

The above passage from Jeremiah 17 encourages 
those to trust the Lord by using the imagery of a tree, 
which sends out its roots to the waters of the stream. 
In times where rain isn’t falling, where dew doesn’t 
provide the nourishment needed for the tree, the tree 
is sending out it roots toward the waters of the stream. 

The water in a stream isn’t stagnant but is moving, 
teeming with life.

It is often difficult to hold out hope in the promises 
which God makes to us. It is hard to place one’s 
trust in Jesus as one goes through illness, of loss, of 
broken relationships, and while experiencing other 
disappointments. Jeremiah, like the prophets to 
the tribes of Israel, tells us that trusting in human 
promises and human efforts to get out of a difficult 
‘jam’ will likely not pan out. Rather, Jeremiah, along 
with other Biblical witnesses, reminds us of how God 
has created and sustained us; of how God has built 
a loving relationship with us, even as we push God 
away. Simply trusting God won’t make our problems 
or our anguish go away immediately. Yet, we trust 
that God is working within and through those 
situations in our life that causes pain, loneliness, and 
anguish. When we look to God in the image of the 
crucified Christ, we look upon the God who journeys 
with us, through our difficulties, and even through 
death itself—defeating death and bringing forth new 
life.  

Trusting in God, walking humbly with Jesus Christ, 
is hard to do on one’s own. Human are communal; 
we need one another. That is why during the seasons 
of the Church Year like Lent, for example, we come 
together more frequently for worship. In the past, 
we have had fellowship time around a soup supper, 
followed by a simple worship service. However, many 
in our congregation are unable to join us for evening 
times of fellowship and worship. That is why this 
Lent, we will be having our Wednesday meal and 
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worship time TWICE; one during the lunch hour, 
the other at the traditional supper hour. 

I am calling these Lenten gatherings ‘Wednesday 
in Lent’. Our first ‘Wednesdays in Lent’ meal and 
worship service will be on March 13th—beginning 
at 12:00 p.m. AND at 6:30 p.m. At both gathering 
times, we will have a light meal, a time of learning 
and discussion, and a time for worship. Please note: If 
you can only join us for worship on Wednesday, worship 
times are at 1:00 p.m. AND 7:30 p.m.

A MESSAGE FROM  
FOOD FOR THE  
POOR, INC.’
In a few weeks, we will be reminded that we are dust 
and to dust we shall return.

Food For The Poor serves in 17 Latin American and 
Caribbean countries that are, quite literally, covered in 
dust. Families live in shacks made of scrap metal and 
cardboard with dirty, dusty floors. Dust settles in the 
lungs of little ones who must walk miles a day looking 
for a source of water. And in Haiti, many children eat 
“cookies” made from dusty mud because their parents 
have absolutely nothing else to feed them.

This Lent, your church is invited to join us as we 
attempt to clear the dust and darkness in the lives 
of the poor. Through Food For The Poor’s giving 
challenge, it is within your church’s reach to help 
build a home with sanitation and a water component 
for a desperate family. Your congregation’s gift will 
be matched, up to $100,000, to help construct a safe 
and sturdy two-bedroom home. Perhaps you can 
encourage members of your congregation to share 
spare change (and we are happy to provide collection 
boxes!) for these 40 days. Mid-week Lenten offerings 

or hosting a special event are also wonderful ways to 
connect your church with a mission focus during this 
season of sacrifice.

Should your congregation contribute $3,600, the 
match will enable a full $7,200 home to be built in 
a country we serve, and you will receive a fulfillment 
package with a photo of the beneficiary family in front 
of their new house. If $3,600 seems out of reach, 
please remember that every dollar makes a difference 
and your gift of any size will have double the impact 
this Lent.

Thank you for your prayerful consideration of joining 
us to spread the love and light of Christ to those in 
need. For it is because of our Savior that dust is not 
the end. Lent may begin with a somber reminder of 
our mortality, but the season ends with a victorious 
resurrection that promises us eternal life. We are so 
blessed to have the opportunity to share that Good 
News as we serve the poorest of the poor.

You and your church will be in my prayers as you 
journey from Ash Wednesday’s dusty beginning to 
Easter’s empty tomb!

Cydney Hartner, Program Manager 
Food For The Poor, 6401 Lyons Road 
Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
954.427.2222 ext. 6148 · Fax:  954.596.4049

Please consider making ‘Wednesdays in Lent’ an 
opportunity for you to gathering for fellowship and 
worship, as each of us are reminded to trust in the 
Lord, who nourishes us of fresh, living water; in the 
crucified One who had suffered and died to show us 
that suffering and death are not final—new life in 
God is what’s FINAL!

God’s peace be with you all!

Pastor Chad
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St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Family

Ash Wednesday Service
Wednesday, March 6

12:00 p.m.

Meet in the sanctuary for the
Ash Wednesday 

Service & Imposition of Ashes
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Well, once again the people of St. Paul’s 
have responded to the challenge!! 
The rummage sale is going to happen.

The week of April 22nd, we will need help in sorting, setting 
up, working at the sale, etc.  We will have “short shifts” 
available so we hope you can find a time to help. In late 
March we will post schedules of when we need workers and 
we encourage you to check those out.  We also plan to call 
members to ask about how they can help. It is a great chance 
to spend time with other members of St. Paul’s----you might 
even meet someone who attends the “other” service that you 
don’t know! 

Besides needing workers, we also need “merchandise” to sell.  
We hope that you will look into every nook and cranny in your 
house to find things you no longer use/need that you might 
donate.  

CONSIDER THINGS YOU COULD DONATE:

House plants

Jewelry

Bedding

Collectibles

Flat screen tv’s  
(that work!)

Placemats

Table cloths

Napkins

Clothing—adult, 
children’s, youth

Furniture

Towels

Tools

Cars, trucks

Decorative items

Jackets & coats 

Shoes

Appliances

Dishes, pans

Rugs

Knick knacks

Toys, 

Games

Books

ETC.  

We ask that everything you donate is CLEAN and ready to be sold.  Think of how you would want an item to look if you 
were interested in buying it!! 

ST PAUL’S ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE

SATURDAY, APRIL 27
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NOTE:  There is NO storage available in advance of 
the week of the sale.  Please don’t bring sale items to 
the  church prior to Monday, April 22nd.  

However, we will have pick-up service available.  If 
you want something picked up at your home, we will 
provide a phone number in the April newsletter.  

There are a few things that we CANNOT accept for 
the rummage sale:

• Old style (CRT) TV’s. 
• Mattresses
• Dirty or  torn furniture
• Broken or inoperable appliances, tools, 

electronics, toys, etc.  (we might make 
exceptions for higher value  items that  
could be easily fixed)

• Obsolete  or non-working computers and 
other electronics

• Luggage without wheels 
• Paint
• Prescription or even Over the Counter drugs
• Clothes or other items with pet hair on them
• Clothes that are stained, ripped, etc.  
• Encyclopedias
• Magazines—unless bundled with a theme 

such as crocheting or knitting, etc.
We will have a boutique.  We want jewelry and 
special items to stock that space.  If you have 
items that you feel are special (and you could live 
without them!!), please consider donating them.  

We will have a section of house plants and garden 
plants that you might want to split or share.  Please 
bring any plant that you want to donate in a pot or 
container.   

If you are driving by a pile of stuff on the curb 
from someone’s garage sale and the sign says 
FREE—don’t hesitate to see if there is something 
that we could sell!  Scoop it up and save it!  

If you have questions about something related to 
the sale, feel free to call Carol Arneson at 775-
267-0334 or Andrea Rud at 701-430-1071.  

Thanks for your willingness to help us make this 
a successful sale so that we can support many local 
charities.     

THE LEE GROUP
which we commonly define 
as “Lutheran Eager Eaters,” 
was originally “Life Enrichment 
for Everyone.” The purpose is 
to provide an opportunity for 
Lutherans in the “grandparents 
generation” to meet on a 
regular basis for fellowship and 
enrichment. Our meetings are 
held from September through 
June on the first Thursday of 
each month at 11:30 a.m. at 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Family, 
1201 Saliman Rd., Carson City, 

in Friendship Hall.

“Our speaker for the April 4th 
LEE group is Rick Martin, he 
is a former Law Enforcement 
Officer, Firefighter/Paramedic 
and a retired Fire Chief.  He 
has spent most of his adult 
life dealing with heart attacks 
or people experiencing 
cardiac risks.  Since we have 
had a number of our church 
members having some of 
these problems, we hope 
your will come and join us 
on April 4, 2019 at 11:30am in 
Friendship hall”.
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The 2019 Chili Cook-Off, a 
fundraiser hosted by the Women 
of the ELCA at St. Paul’s, was 
held on Saturday, February 16th 

This year’s Chili Cook-Off was very 
well-attended, despite the recent string of 
inclement weather. 

There were six chili entries this year. The 
‘Judges Choice’ was won by Heidi Jones, 
while the ‘Peoples’ Choice’ was won by 
Richard Lowther. 

St. Paul’s interim musician, David Lingensjo, 
invited a few of his students to provide 
entertainment for the ‘Talent Show’ portion 
of the evening. Dave also performed a few 
pieces, as well. Singers from the Chowanski/
Cotsonis/Jones/McPhail family singers also 
sang a couple of songs. The silent auction 
also did very well, as every item in the 
auction was sold! 

A big THANK YOU to Linda Wilson, this 
year’s organizer for WELCA, as well as all 
ovolunteers, musicians, and cooks who made 
the evening an enjoyable one!

WELCA’S
CHILI COOK-OFF 

A BIG SUCCESS!
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All youth that are in 7th through 12th grade 
are welcome to join!

The youth group is hosting a 
st. Patrick’s 
bunco game 
fundraiser.

YOUTH GROUP MEETINGS ARE HELD

THE 2ND AND 4TH SUNDAY’S 

RIGHT AFTER SECOND SERVICE 

UNTIL 1:30PM. 

Please join us for an 

afternoon of fun on

march 10th, 2018

Right after coffee hour




